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NSTA Learning Center Update

Presented by: Flavio Mendez



Agenda
• What is the Learning Center?
• New features
• New Resources

http://learningcenter.nsta.org



Learning Center 
Overview



A community of 
teachers to share 
ideas, questions, 
experiences

Over 6,000 
resources

Practical tools to 
teachers 
organize, 
personalize & 
document their 
growth over time



Over 73,000
active users with 
over 551,000
resources across 
their libraries

February 2011:



SciGuides [36]
Science Objects [80]
SciPacks [21]
Archived Seminars/Podcast [550+]

Journal Articles [3800+]
NSTA Press Books [250+]
e-Books [130+]
e-Chapters [780+]

Symposia [6-10/year]
PD Institutes [6-10/year]

Web Seminars [100/yr]
Short Courses [20+/year]

The Learning Center has over 6,000 resources





When did you start using the Learning Center?
In 2008 – when it was 

unveiled
Six months to a year 

ago
Recently, within the 

last month

Easy to navigate Variety of resource 
types

Technical and advisory 
help

The tools (Library, PD 
Plan, etc.)

Always open Standards-based

What are its best features?



Learning Center 
Community



Teacher

Teachers interact with 
peers and establish 
lasting relationships

Teachers have 
different roles 
and are 
recognized and 
rewarded for 
their 
contributions

Teachers participate 
in discussions using 
compelling content as 
context

Psycho-
emotional

Content

Social

Building a Teacher-centered community



User Profile
• Share with others 
about you, interests, 
goals, expertise

• Display your 
badges, points 
awarded for 
community building 
activities:

Aggregate

Disseminate

Advocate

Comment
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Complete your 
community 
profile



Who is Online
• Find other Learning 
Center users

• Read their profiles, 
see their badges, 
points 

• Read their most 
recent discussion 
forums posts and 
respond



Learning Center 
Activity Points



Learning Center Activity Points 
• Earn points/badges 
while completing tasks 
in the LC

• Badges displayed in 
User Profile and 
Discussion Forums

• Auto Donations made 
on your behalf

Exploring strategies that help build online 
communities of practice





How many Activity Points do you have?

0 1-30 31-100 101-300 301+



Learning Center 
Discussion 
Forums



Discussion Forums
• Linked to User Profile

• Display recognition 
badges

• Integrate all NSTA 
content

• Attach user files (Word, 
images, URLs, Excel)





• Five public 
forums

• About 
content, 
classroom 
practice, 
resources, 
etc.

Discussion Forums (asynchronous)
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Number of posts

Number of posts by subject

Total: 2327 
posts



Have you posted a comment on the 
Discussion Forums?

Yes No Plan to in 
the next 
week.



Learning Center 
Online Advisors



Learning Center 
Online Advisors
Educators who 
moderate 
discussion, assist 
users
7 days/week; ~60 
hours/week





Number of reviews 
made by Online 

Advisors

Number of 
collections created 
by Online Advisors

556 58

Reviewing resources and making 
collections





Learning Center 
e‐PD Resources



3-5 Science Objects

Unlimited Content
Mentor Email 
Support

Pedagogical 
Implications 
Component

Assessment and 
Certification 
Opportunity

SciPack



2-hour free, self-paced, learning
experience
Interactive simulations
Questions to promote 
interaction and learning
Based on science education 
standards
Eighty (80) currently available



What’s new?
Cell Division and Differentiation:
• Continuity of Life
• Variation and Specialization of Cells
• Multicellular Organization

Explaining Matter with Elements, Atoms, and 
Molecules:
• Characteristics of Elements
• Classifying the Elements
• Evidence for Atoms and Molecules



Cell Division and Differentiation

SciPack

Continuity of Life Science Object
KEY IDEAS: Based on NSES and AAAS Benchmarks

• Cells carry on the many functions needed to 
sustain life, including cell growth and development. 

• Complex interactions among the different kinds of 
molecules in the cell cause distinct cycles of 
activities, including cell growth and division.

• Cells in multicellular organisms repeatedly divide 
to make more cells for growth and repair.



Interactive Simulation
Designed to meet at least 
•one Key Idea and 

•one Evidence of Understanding



CDD 1.1 Describe the cellular events related to genetic material 
that must occur for cell division leading to growth or repair in 
multicellular organisms.

Evidences of Understanding 
(EOUs)
For which EOU was the Mitosis 
Matchup simulation designed?

CDD 1.2 Interpret the results of experimental variables, both 
internal and external to the cell, affecting cellular growth and 
division displayed within an experiment’s graphs or data charts.



Elements of the 
Continuity of 
Life Science 

Object

videos

simulations

Slide shows

images

Assessment

preconceptions boxes

hands on activities



Add 
Science Objects to 

your “Library”





See All 
Science 
Objects 

or 

Display 
Science 

Objects by 
Subject Area



Add a 
Science 
Object to 
Library







Advanced Search



Add 
other free 

resources to your 
“Library”



How many Activity Points do you have now?

0 1-30 31-100 101-300 301+



Learning Center 
Tools: 

My Library



• Store and annotate 
NSTA resources 

• Upload your own 
resources 

• Create personalized 
collections

• Share your 
collections with 
individuals, group, or 
make public

My Library



2010 National Education
Technology Plan
Through online learning systems, teachers may 
enhance their learning through blending the best of 
onsite PD with online PD that provides immediacy, 
convenience, self-direction, and collaboration with 
other colleagues and experts via professional learning 
communities. 

For teachers to effectively facilitate using interactive 
resources, learning systems, and connectedness to 
online communities, teachers need to experience it 
firsthand as part of their own learning and professional 
development.

US Department of Education (2010). Transforming American education: Powered by 
Technology. Washington, DC: Office of Educational Technology.



A community of 
teachers to share 
ideas, questions, 
experiences

Over 6,000 
resources

Practical tools to 
teachers 
organize, 
personalize & 
document their 
growth over time



Collaborators



Don’t forget the web seminar 
evaluation 

and to choose your FREE SciPack
Earth & Space 

8 Topics
Physical 
7 Topics

Life 
6 Topics

Completed Earth, Sun & Moon
Gravity & Orbits
The Solar System
The Universe
Weather & Climate
Rock Cycle
Plate Tectonics
Earth’s Changing 
Surface

Force & Motion
Energy
Nature of Light
Chemical Reactions
Electric and Magnetic       
Forces
Atomic Structure
Explaining Matter 
with Elements, 
Atoms, and Molecules

Cell Structure & Function
Coral Reef Ecosystems
Science of Food Safety
Resources & Human 
Impact
Nutrition
Cell Division and 
Differentiation 



Flavio Mendez
Senior Director

NSTA Learning Center

PH: 703-312-9250
Email: 

fmendez@nsta.org

Questions?



Thank you to the sponsor of 
tonight's Web Seminar:

This web seminar contains information about programs, products, and services 
offered by third parties, as well as links to third-party websites. The presence of 
a listing or such information does not constitute an endorsement by NSTA of a 

particular company or organization, or its programs, products, or services.



http://learningcenter.nsta.org



http://www.elluminate.com



National Science Teachers Association
Dr. Francis Q. Eberle, Executive Director

Zipporah Miller, Associate Executive Director 
Conferences and Programs

Al Byers, Assistant Executive Director e-Learning
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