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http://learningcenter.nsta.org



Overview



With over 4,700 resources 
and opportunities and
practical tools to help you 
organize, personalize, and 
document your PD growth 
over time.

NSTA’s e-PD portal
designed to help science 
teachers address their 
content/classroom needs.

http://learningcenter.nsta.org



Over 60,800
active users with 
over 416,000
resources across 
their libraries

May 2010:

You are not alone…



http://learningcenter.nsta.org



I have used the following resources from the LC

Science Objects Journal Articles Web Seminars

Web Seminar 
Archives

Podcasts Online Short 
Courses

SciPacks

e-Books SciGuides e-Chapters



http://learningcenter.nsta.org



I have used the following tools from the LC

My Library My PD Indexer My PD Plan & 
Portfolio

My Transcript

My Calendar My Notepad Help Desk



My PD Plan & 
Portfolio Tool



http://learningcenter.nsta.org/PortfolioTool/videos/portfolio_overview/index.html



My PD Plan & Portfolio
• Create multiyear plan 
outlining goals, actions, 
and evidences

• Upload files to 
demonstrate completion 
of goals with reflections

• Generate automatic 
PDF report with 
embedded URL links and 
images

Flavio/Jeff:

Share desktop…sample report



Summer PD: Your goal, to 
enhance your…
Content knowledge
Content pedagogy
Assessment/evaluation skills
Technology skills
Leadership skills
Management skills
Impact on student learning
Other



6-to-8 week university course (face-to-face or online)

2-week intensive content refresher at local university 
or district office

DIY, self-paced resources: SciPacks, articles, etc.

Professional internship

Professional conferences

Local workshops

Web Seminars

Other

Summer PD: Your actions, to do a…



University/course transcript
Certificate of participation
Scanned agenda; program
Digital photos; samples of student 
work
Personal reflections
Completed assignments
Evaluation results from PD providers
Other

Summer PD: Your evidences, to 
collect and upload



Name and create your 
PD Plan & Portfolio 

Tool

Flavio/Jeff:

Transfer PDF file 
“How-To Guide”



http://learningcenter.nsta.org

Go to Learning Center Home Page



http://learningcenter.nsta.org

Name your Portfolio; the default is your name



PD Plan & Portfolio Tool

Steps 3-14 on the How-To Guide you do 
as homework after this seminar.

• Choose dates, goal category
• Create goal statement
• Create evidence-action pair(s)
• Upload evidences
• Generate PDF report



Send your questions to: learningcenterhelp@nsta.org
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Send your questions to: learningcenterhelp@nsta.org



Send your questions to: learningcenterhelp@nsta.org



Let’s pause for 
questions about the 

Learning Center’s PD 
Plan & Portfolio tool



Resources and 
Opportunities



SciGuides [32]
Science Objects [67]
SciPacks [17]
Archived Seminars/Podcast [350+]

Journal Articles [2800+]
NSTA Press Books [250+]
e-Books [125+]
e-Chapters [780+]

Symposia [6-10/year]
PD Institutes [6-10/year]

Web Seminars [16-20/yr]
Short Courses 
[20+/year]

The Learning Center has over 4,700 resources

Over 1,300 resources are FREE to all teachers!



supported by

Featured e-PD resources



2-hour free, self-paced, learning
experience
Interactive simulations
Questions to promote 
interaction and learning
Based on science education 
standards
Sixty-seven currently available



Interactive Simulations



supported by

Featured e-PD resources



3-5 Science Objects

Unlimited Content
Mentor Email 
Support

Pedagogical 
Implications 
Component

Assessment and 
Certification 
Opportunity

SciPack





supported by

Featured e-PD resources



Valuable classroom resources for science 
teachers interested in integrating the web 
into their teaching

Each SciGuide consists of: 
Customized lesson plans using selected web 
resources 
Approximately 100 standards-aligned web-
accessible resources 
Teacher media vignettes describing and 
showcasing the lessons 
Samples of student work
Interactives utilized in SciPack on same topic



• Journal Articles
• Podcasts
• Online Courses
• e-Book chapters
• Web Seminar Archives



Let’s pause for 
questions about 
Learning Center 

resources



Add free resources to 
your “Library” and/or 

directly to your “PD Plan”



Find resources by:

• Subject

• Learning Resources & 
Opportunities

• All FREE Resources

• Advanced Search 

• Grade Level

• State Standards

• Learning Preference

Now you 
try it!





“Add to PD Plan”



Advanced Search



Add your resources 
to Library and Plan 

now



Let’s pause for 
questions about 
resources in the 
Learning Center



Using the 
Learning Center 

Library



• Store and create notes 
for individual resources 

• Upload your own 
resources

• Create collections of 
resources

• Share your collections 
with colleagues

My Library





See web seminar archive 
from Feb. 25 for steps on 

how to  
Create and share a 

collection of resources with 
a colleague



Add a personal 
resource or a URL to 

your “Library”



What type of resources did you add 
to your “Library”?

Word 
documents

PPT 
presentations

URLs Images Excel 
spreadsheets



This summer: 
Content PD 
Refreshers?



Which SciPack title will you work on 
this summer?

Earth, Sun, 
and Moon

Gravity and 
Orbits

The Solar 
System

The Universe Oceans Effect 
on Weather 
and Climate

Rock Cycle

Plate 
Tectonics

Earth’s 
Changing 
Surface

Force and 
Motion

Energy Nature of 
Light

Chemical 
Reactions

Electric and 
Magnetic 
Forces

Cells 
Structure and 

Function

Coral Reef 
Ecosystems

Science of 
Food Safety

Resources 
and Human 

Impact



If offered, would you attend one or more, free “content 
refresher” web seminar(s) in July?

Yes No We are considering developing 
“content refresher” web 
seminars for teachers, based on 
the content included in NSTA 
SciPacks



Don’t forget the web seminar 
evaluation 

and your FREE SciPack
Earth & Space 

8 Topics
Physical 
5 Topics

Life 
4 Topics

Completed Earth, Sun & Moon
Gravity & Orbits
The Solar System
The Universe
Weather & Climate
Rock Cycle
Plate Tectonics
Earth’s Changing 
Surface

Force & Motion
Energy
Nature of Light
Chemical Reactions
Electric and Magnetic       
Forces

Cell Structure & Function
Coral Reef Ecosystems
Science of Food Safety
Resources & Human 
Impact 



Collaborators



http://learningcenter.nsta.org

Flavio Mendez
Senior Director

NSTA Learning Center

PH: 703-312-9250
Email: 

fmendez@nsta.org

Questions?



Thank you to the sponsor of 
tonight's Web Seminar:
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http://www.elluminate.com
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National Science Teachers Association
Dr. Francis Q. Eberle, Executive Director

Zipporah Miller, Associate Executive Director 
Conferences and Programs

Al Byers, Assistant Executive Director e-Learning

LIVE INTERACTIVE LEARNING @ YOUR DESKTOP

NSTA Web Seminars
Paul Tingler, Director

Jeff Layman, Technical Coordinator


