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Agenda

• Your summer PL plans
• PD Plan & Portfolio Tool
• The NSTA Learning Center
• LC Resources, Library, and 

Forums 

http://learningcenter.nsta.org



An opportunity:

- Relax

- Reflect

- Review

- Study



2010 National Education Technology Plan
Through online learning systems, teachers may enhance 
their learning through blending the best of onsite PD with 
online PD that provides immediacy, convenience, self-
direction, and collaboration with other colleagues and 
experts via professional learning communities.

For teachers to effectively facilitate using interactive 
resources, learning systems, and connectedness to 
online communities, teachers need to experience it 
firsthand as part of their own learning and professional 
development.

US Department of Education (2010). Transforming American education: Powered by 
Technology. Washington, DC: Office of Educational Technology.



What are your 
summer 

professional 
learning plans?



To enhance my…
Content knowledge

Content pedagogy

Assessment/evaluation skills

Technology skills

Leadership skills

Management skills

Other



What are you going 
to do to achieve 

your summer 
professional 

learning plans?



6-to-8 week university/community college 
course

2-week intensive course at local university, 
government program, or district office

DIY, self-paced online resources

Professional conferences/out-of-state 
programs
Local (one-day or 2-3 hours) workshops

Read

Other

I plan to…



How are you going 
to document your 

professional 
learning 

experiences?



My PD Plan & 
Portfolio Tool



http://learningcenter.nsta.org/PortfolioTool/videos/portfolio_overview/index.html







Name your Portfolio; your name is the default



PD Plan & Portfolio Tool

Steps 3-16 on the How-To Guide you do 
as homework after this seminar.

• Choose dates, goal category
• Create goal statement
• Create evidence-action pair(s)
• Upload evidences
• Generate PDF report













Course transcript

Certificate of participation

Scanned agenda; photos

Samples of student work

Personal reflections

Completed assignments
Reports, reviews
Other

My digital evidence might be…









http://learningcenter.nsta.org/PortfolioTool/pdfs/sample_teacher_portfolio_report.pdf



Let’s pause for 
questions about the 

Learning Center’s PD 
Plan & Portfolio tool



• A community to 
share ideas, ask 
questions, and 
earn points

• Practical tools to 
help teachers 
organize, 
personalize, & 
document growth 

• Over 6,200
resources

Personalized Professional Learning



Over 77,300
active users
with over 
590,000
resources
across their 
libraries

May 2011:

You are not alone…





I have used/attended the following LC resources/opps:

Science Objects Journal Articles Web Seminars

Web Seminar 
Archives

Podcasts Online Short 
Courses

SciPacks

e-Books SciGuides e-Chapters





I have used the following LC tools:

My Profile My Library My PD Indexer My PD Plan & 
Portfolio

My PD Record 
and Certificates

My Calendar My Notepad Discussion 
Forums









Edit your 
Learning Center 

Community Profile



e-PD 
Resources



• Two-hour free online learning
experience in a particular topic

• Based on science literacy
goals in science education 
standards

• Eighty (80) Science Objects 
currently available



Elements of a 
Science Object: 
2‐hour learning 
experience

Videos

Simulations

Slide shows

Images

Assessment

Preconceptions boxes

Hands‐on activities



Example Simulations and Animations



3‐5 Science Objects

Content Mentor
Email Support Pedagogical

Implications

Assessment 
and Certification

SciPack

10‐Hour, self‐
paced, learning 
experience



Which SciPack title will you choose at 
the end of the program?

Earth, Sun, 
and Moon

Gravity and 
Orbits

The Solar 
System

The Universe Oceans Effect 
on Weather 
and Climate

Rock Cycle

Plate 
Tectonics

Earth’s 
Changing 
Surface

Force and 
Motion

Energy Nature of 
Light

Chemical 
Reactions

Electric and 
Magnetic 
Forces

Cells 
Structure and 

Function

Coral Reef 
Ecosystems

Science of 
Food Safety

Resources 
and Human 

Impact

Nutrition

Cell Division 
and 

Differentiation

Explaining 
Matter with 
Elements, 

Atoms, and 
Molecules

Atomic 
Structure



Other e-PD resources:
• SciGuides
• Web Seminar Archives
• Podcasts
• Journal Articles
• eBook Chapters
• eBooks
• Online Short Courses



How to add 
resources to your 

“Library?”









Save time by accessing a collection







Add 
resources to your 

“Library” now



Let’s pause for 
questions about the 

Learning Center’s e-PD 
resources



Using the 
Library





My Library



Upload your own resources to My Library

• Word docs

• Excel files

• PPT pres.

• URLs

• Images





Discussion 
Forums





• Five public 
forums

• Discussions 
about content, 
classroom 
practice, and e-
PD resources

Discussion Forums (asynchronous)





An opportunity:

- Improve

- Advance

- Network

- Earn

http://learningcenter.nsta.org



• A community to 
share ideas, ask 
questions, and 
earn points

• Practical tools to 
help teachers 
organize, 
personalize, & 
document growth 

• Over 6,200
resources

Personalized Professional Learning



Recognize our Collaborators

65



Don’t forget the web seminar 
evaluation 

and to choose your FREE SciPack
Earth & Space 

8 Topics
Physical 
7 Topics

Life 
6 Topics

Completed Earth, Sun & Moon
Gravity & Orbits
The Solar System
The Universe
Weather & Climate
Rock Cycle
Plate Tectonics
Earth’s Changing 
Surface

Force & Motion
Energy
Nature of Light
Chemical Reactions
Electric and Magnetic       
Forces
Atomic Structure
Explaining Matter 
with Elements, 
Atoms, and Molecules

Cell Structure & Function
Coral Reef Ecosystems
Science of Food Safety
Resources & Human 
Impact
Nutrition
Cell Division and 
Differentiation 



Flavio Mendez
Senior Director

NSTA Learning Center

PH: 703-312-9250
Email: 

fmendez@nsta.org

Questions?



Thank you to the sponsor of 
tonight's Web Seminar:



http://learningcenter.nsta.org



http://www.elluminate.com



National Science Teachers Association
Dr. Francis Q. Eberle, Executive Director

Zipporah Miller, Associate Executive Director 
Conferences and Programs

Al Byers, Assistant Executive Director e-Learning

LIVE INTERACTIVE LEARNING @ YOUR DESKTOP

NSTA Web Seminars
Paul Tingler, Director

Jeff Layman, Technical Coordinator


